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Mr. €. H. Robinson, Sr., of 3820 17th Place N,E. His
collection comprises minerals in their free state,
erystals, ore, etc, Many he searched for: himself and
thinks ‘that Montana and-other western states offer the
best-fields for mineralogists. Scme pieces were ex-
changed with other rockhounds as far away as South

Afrlca._;

Hls prize is. crystallized turqu01se found in: southern
Virginia, which is exceedingly rare in that form., The
fluoréséent specimens show-their hidden besuty under
ultrarv1olet'11ght. Of - speéial . interest. to astronomers
are a metallic meteorite welghlng about a pounﬁ and a
small stony one, - T . N :

The 1nherent beauty'of 1ustrous hnes in many mlnerals
is enhanced by cutting and polishing and Mr. Robinson
turns ocut fine pieces of sem1~pr901ous Jewelry in his
lapidary shop. .

THE ARTHUR LECTURE will: be given by Dr. C..G. Abbott
cn "Selar Variation and the Weather," in the auditorium
of the: ¥ew Natlonal Museum on February 29th at & p,m.

WE ARE PLEASED T0 RECEIVE APPLICATIQNS for memnershlp
frem: ,  .:
“Dr. Tsadore Levin, 5811; 'ff'hird‘ s-tr‘eet NV
Dr. Gerald J. Cox, 3803 S Street N. W.
., Mr. Raleigh Gilchrist, 4939 30th Flace N.W.,
Mr,. Fleyd L. Barloga, 2028 Lee. Highway,
_____ Arllngton, Vlrglnla. .
Formal ectlon will be taken at our next regalar business
meeting, The Membershlp Commlttee in accordance with
the suggéstion at the January meetln&, has extended the
courtesies of the Association to L% Joseph L. Rlchey of
the Hew York amateur astronomers. '
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Mabel Sterns, Editor
2517 K Street N.W.
Dlstrlct 9&22
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. HARVARD OBSERVATORY AND SCIENGCE SERVICE have extended
an invitation to members of the NCAAA to attend a meet-
ing of astronomers tc be held at Science Service, 1719
N Street N.¥W. a2t 8 p.m., Saturday, March bYth, Our own
meeting on that evening will therefore be omitted in
order that we msy take advantage of this exceptional
opportunlty. Because of the small size of the meeting
room at Science Service, the invitation is 11m1ted to
members of the Asscclat1on.

4 number of astroncmers ncw resident in cor near-
Weshington will be present and in addition, Dr. and
Mrs. Shapley, Dr. Bart J. Bck cf Cambridge, and Dr.
Walter Ecberts cf Colorado are expected t¢ attend.
Dr. Snapley will report cn a revisicen e¢f the distances
cf glcbular star clusters; Dr. Rcberts, cn sclar phe—
nomena; and Dr. Bok, on astronomical progress in Eurcpe,

~-~—Edgar W. Woolard

CORRECTION. In the February bulletin, page 1, par~
agraph 3, the first sentence should fead: "Another h
experiment of great interest’ con91sted of weighing

large crystels in differéent positions relative to the
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earth, to determine whether gravitation varies with
direction in the crystal relative to the crystalline_'
axes, as nearly all other physical properties of o
crystals do."

DR. PAUL R, HEYL, WORTD RENQWNED for his extensive
work on gravitation, spoke at the February meeting.
His subject dealt with the development of astronomy
from ancient times, through the various ages, and -
proceeding to the present day. He explained how the
pattern of this science compared with the development
of cther sciences, :

In very early times, the immature mind needed con~i
crete means for explaining the mysterlouq and interest~

ing scientific principles, so angels end dryads- were . .

employed to perform all the celestial phenomena,as .
the movements of the sun, moon, stars, etc. For lack
of any other explanation, this theory continued for:

hundreds of years. Then it was’ thought that’ the celes--

tial objects moved in 11qu1ds or media. So, 'as the

mind advanced, various theorles ‘were advanced to explain

the intriguing sc1ent1f13 prlnClplBS. S

Within recent times,’ gravztatlon has been considered

the theoretical explanation of-the unknown facfors. At
present, the human mind has reached the limit, for a
while, in its study and discovery of gravitation and
electricity which affeet all matter. : Gravitation can
not be controlled by any known method, eleotr;clty can
be harnessed and wused, but it is-s$ill an unknown fac~
tor in the development of matter, .So we are at a lull
in science until some better theory is advanced and
explained, to delve deeper into scientific phenomena o
and the present principles become obsolete,
~~—Blanche Windham
4885 Edgemoor Lane
Bethesda, Maryland

THE CELESTIAL NAVIGATION group met at the home of
Mrs. Davis on February l4th despité -the weather. The
next meeting will be with Mr. Herreshoff, 3726 Connect-
icut Avenue, on March 13th at & p.m.

-

. E. P, Dillon & Co, New York.
.-regard thls book with faver, perhaps because of its

...3_

HISTORY OF ASTRONOMY grows more popular with each
session under the insftruction of Dr. Woolard. The
group on February 2lst learned someth;ng of Greek
astronomy based on Ptolemy's "Almagest“ Ir. Woolard
has, in his library, this historie work_ln Greek and
also translations in French .and German. Those present
look: forward to the next meeting at the home of Dr,
Woolard on March 20th. They (including the writer)

-are urged to arrive at 7330 if possible.

"RELATIVITY FOR THE NAVIGATORM. is thé subject on
which Glen H. Draper, -Astroncmer, U,.S. Navel Cbserva-

.- tory, will speak before the Society of Fhilosophical

Inguiry, Mareh 1dth, 5 to 6 p.m. in room 43 of the New
Natlonal Museum. The meeting is open t¢ the publie,
and a perlod for guestions, comments, and criticisms
will follow the speaker's paper.;‘

BOOKS ¥E ARE READING

. ASTRONOMY FOR THE MILLIONS, by G. Ven den Bergh.
The public. seems te¢

easy, 1nformat10nal style. Originally publlshed in

i Amsterdam in 1935, it was translated frcm the Dutch
:and publlshed in England as "Tha Universe in Space and

Time." .

It was written originally some three years before
Jean's "niverse Arcund Us,"™ but contains much of the

same facts cf physics and, in some instances, more com- '
.. prehen31vely explalned. MHe illustraticns are nct
.-clear nor entirely satlsfaotory when compared with.

. recent reproductions. This book is reported out of

.. print but is available at the public liBrary,

-~=E. V. Smith, 325 5th Street 8. E.
HOBBY NOOK

"I have collected rocks and minerals for the past

- fifty years or more, and can find something of -inter-
-est in almost any part of this good old U.S.A.," says




